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by Brenda Shoss

Happy Earth Day! Think nature. Conservation. Harmony. Poop. Yep, 2.7
trillion pounds of the stinky stuff is annually stockpiled in football-field
length lagoons across Missouri, Minnesota, lowa, Ohio, Illinois and other
states. Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) expel 130 times
as much fecal matter as the entire population.

Other than the preschool set, no one is giggling over this much poop. In modern
agriculture, BIG is the operative adjective. The USDA's 2005 Manure and Byproduct
Utilization Action Plan shows just 2% of U.S. livestock farms now generate 40% of
all “food animals.” Mega-farms stress turnout and revenue over environmental
integrity, human safety, and animal welfare.

Methodic disregard for nature... Cows, pigs, chickens, turkeys,
ducks, geese, rabbits, and other animals are processed assembly-line style. Hog
factories warehouse 600-pound sows in metal gestation stalls for a motionless life
atop cement slats. The USDA's 2002 Census of Agriculture found half of all hogs
confined in industrial barns with 5,000 or more hogs.

Dairy plants restrain cows in concrete encased feedlots, where they are artificial-
ly inseminated to stay pregnant and lactating. Attached to mechanical milking
devices up to three times daily, many are injected with Recombinant Bovine
Growth Hormone (rBGH) and suffer bovine mastitis, a painful infection of the udder.

Male calves born to dairy cows are taken within 24 hours of birth for sale to veal farms.
Before they can stand, they're chained by the neck inside two-feet-wide crates. To create
white, tender veal, they're fed a liquid-only diet that suppresses muscle growth and induces
anemia. Most go to slaughter disabled with leg and joint disorders at 20 weeks of age.

Egg producers typically pack six to nine hens inside wire coops no larger than a filing draw-
er. Each bird occupies a space half the size of a sheet of paper. The College of Agriculture
and Biological Sciences at South Dakota State University maintains 98% of egg-laying hens
live in battery cages stacked inside dark sheds. Many U.S. egg manufacturers starve

birds in 10-14 day cycles (forced molting) to jump-start egg output.

“Broiler” chickens are overcrowded inside windowless grower houses.
To curtail fighting and cannibalism, workers amputate the bottom third
of each bird's beak. To fatten chickens and turkeys for slaughter with-
in 6 to 20 weeks, geneticists breed anatomically altered birds who can-
not support their own weight. "If a seven pound [human] baby grew at
the same rate today's turkey grows, when the baby reaches 18 weeks
of age, it would weigh 1,500 pounds," Lancaster Farming asserts.

If “we are what we eat,” we're chock-full of antibi-
otics, hormones, steroids and pesticides fed to sick animals. Massive
beef feedlots in Kansas, Texas, Oklahoma, and Colorado contain
steers and heifers raised on hormones and antibiotics to spur growth.
Livestock ingest more than 70% of all antibiotics in the U.S., states
Katherine Shea, M.D., in When Wonder Drugs Don’t Work. American
Medical Association and World Health Organization oppose antibiotic
overuse because it fosters fresh strains of cure-resistant bacteria.



