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Marijo Anne Gillis is a bomb-throwing mad woman. At
least according to certain dignitaries with “Greek” or
“Hellenic” in their titles.

On August 10, Gillis raised heart rates from New York to
Belgium with her Boycott Greece! protests outside Greek
embassies. Government phones buzzed with the burn-
ing question: Who is this WAG woman?

Gillis, founder of the New-York based advocacy/lobby
group Welfare for Animals Global, Inc., (WAG), is
incensed over a sanitation matter involving some 30,000
to 50,000 homeless animals.

The stray population in Athens, recent host of the 2004
Summer Olympic Games, is among the largest of any
European Union nation. Worried that packs of starving dogs
might offset efforts to showcase a polished Greece, govern-
ment authorities and the 2004 Athens Olympic Committee
quietly sanctioned a clean-up campaign. By early August,
an estimated 80% of Athens’ strays had vanished.

“Ladies and Gentlemen: Welcome to the 2004 Athens
Olympic Games—as Greek animals race for their lives,*
Gillis states in Greece In All Her Glory, her documentary
showing cannibalized puppies and carcasses lining gut-
ters. Produced prior to the August 13-29 Games, the
provocative film aired worldwide via Reuters News
Television distribution.

As athletes converged inside shiny new terrorist-proofed
stadiums, journalists began to expose another side of

Greece. "Garbage collectors were told to
scatter poison meatballs... They're given a
bounty for each body they collect. A work-
er saw a dog still alive being crushed with
garbage,” The National Enquirer reported
on August 9.

More images of emaciated animals, hang-
ings, shootings and poisonings emerged in
The BBC, Greek TV News, New York Post,
Chicago Tribune, and other media outlets.

"We categorically deny these evil-minded,
malicious and unfounded reports that are
aimed at libeling our country,” an irate
Alexandros Kontos, Deputy Agriculture
Minister, declared in The Athens News.

Gillis, who lived in Greece for 14 years,
told Kinship Circle she was amazed to see
“some elements of the press, CNN espe-
cially, regurgitating public relations rheto-
ric. [Greek officials] are orchestrating press
tours through two government-subsidized
animal shelters. Naturally, when reporters
see these model facilities, they don’t print
anything negative.*

Today, many Greek dog guardians report-
edly tote an atropine injectable antidote in
case their own animals ingest fola, the
strychnine-laced meatballs tossed into the
streets. Ravenous strays easily devour food
mixed with rat poison, herbicides, pesti-
cides or ground glass. Before they die,
they stagger, foam at the mouth, convulse
and bleed internally.

Poisoning animals has been illegal in
Greece since 1981. “But it is such a tradi-
tional method of controlling the stray pop-
ulation that many local authorities turn a
blind eye to the practice and actively
engage in it themselves,” The Telegraph'’s
David Harrison wrote in Greeks to poison up
to 15,000 stray dogs before the Olympics.



