Ringling’s Big Con

RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM & BAILEY CIRCUS

In a complaint filed with the U.S. government, a former Ringling Bros. employee says
handlers hatter elephants bloody and chain them inside train cars for days. Affidavit
states: A handler beat an elephant’s groin, “resulting in the metal hook penetrating the
skin and causing an open wound from which blood began flowing.” Another elephant
was battered on his trunk, head and feet “until the handle of the bullhook shattered.”

USDA #52-C-0137 (past #58-C-0106), 8607 Westwood Center Dr., Vienna, VA
22182 — Ringling Bros. fails to meet basic standards for care of animals used in
exhibition as required under the federal Animal Welfare Act. Ringling pays $20,000 to
settle U.S. Agriculture Dept. (USDA) charges related to lack of veterinary care for a
dying baby elephant. Ringling Bros. is routinely cited (but rarely penalized) for:

e trauma, physical harm and behavioral stress to animals;

o failure to possess records of veterinary care;

« dispensing expired medication;

« insufficient exercise, space and shade for animals;

 improper feeding, unsanitary food and dirty storage trucks;

« endangering tigers almost baked alive in poorly maintained enclosures.
In 2007, USDA has 4 open inquiries into Ringling Bros. Circus for deaths of a
lion, age 2, a baby elephant, 8 months...abuse of an elephant with a bull-
hook...plus 2 elephants mishandled in Puerto Rico. www.circuses.com

7/1/04: ELEPHANT
Endangered Asian elephant suf-
fers aortic aneurysm. Ringling
doesn’t announce death.

5/11/04: 2 HORSES
Freight train hits horses as
they’re unloaded from circus
train near Dayton, Ohio. One
horse dies instantly. Other is
euthanized.

1/24/03: ELEPHANT
Endangered Asian is euthanized
due to osteoarthritis. Ringling
doesn’t announce death.

8/31/98: GYPSY — Wild-caught sea lion, 12, is found dead in her
travel crate in Moline, lllinois. In nature, sea lions may live 20 years.
1995: CITA, RANNI, RHANI & KAMAUDI — Asian Elephant
Studbook lists these elephants dead: Cita, 53, Ranni, 53, Rhani,
45, Kamaudi, 34. Ringling doesn’t announce deaths.

8/1/00: TIGER
Endangered Bengal is destroyed
due degenerative osteoarthritis.

11/28/99: TEETCHIE
Endangered Asian elephant, 52,
killed due to multiple joint dete-
rioration by osteoarthritis + M.
tuberculosis infection of lung.

7/26/99: BENJAMIN
Elephant, 4, drowns in pond in
Texas. Wild elephants nurse till
2 or 3, and stay alongside moth-
ers in herd until 10 or 12.
Captured at  12-months,
Benjamin suffers debilitating
stress. USDA records obtained
under Freedom of Information
Act (2003) show bullhook beat-
ings cause “behavioral stress
and trauma which precipitated
in the physical harm and ulti-
mate death of the animal.” USDA
never cites beatings and con-
cludes “suddenly, without any
signs of distress or struggle,

Benjamin became uncon-
scious and drowned.”
2/22/99: SABRE
Horse fatally collapses during
pre-circus parade to Scope
Convention Ctr., Norfolk, VA.
Ringling’s veterinarian is not
on site at time of death. For
years, Ringling knows this
horse has asthma, but forces
him to travel/perform anyway.
Sabre’s lungs finally hemor-
rhage during procession.
9/3/98: DOLLY
Asian Elephant Studbook, pub-
lished by American Zoological
and Aquarium Assoc., lists an
elephant, 40, as dead. Ringling
does not announce death.
5/22/98: SEETNA

Elephant, 30, is euthanized for
prolonged dystocia (difficult
labor). In elephants dystocia
often indicates the fetus is dead
and decomposing in uterus.




