
cyanide bomb. Yet in early June, Krugman notes, an FBI rep asked an industry group to help
suppress “the leading domestic terrorist threat: ecological and animal rights extremists."

The Bush regime can’t “smoke out” terrorists overseas. So it exhausts resources on
a National Task Force to hunt down animal rights activists at home. “The rounding up
of [SHAC-USA] activists should set off alarms heard by every social movement in the
United States: This ‘war’ is about protecting corporate and political interests under
the guise of fighting terrorism,” writes freelance reporter Will Potter, Protest Torture
of Animals; Get Arrested as a Terrorist .

In June, Rep. George Nethercutt, R-Wash., proposed the “Ecoterrorism Act of 2004” to
install criminal penalties for “destructive conduct intended to injure, intimidate or interfere
with plant or animal enterprises.” This bill guards livestock from “tampering ecoterrorists.”

With the June screening of more American cows thought to harbor BSE infection, tam-
pering ecoterrorists might find it hard to compete with the growing threat of mad cow dis-
ease. Never mind that. Over the May 15-16 weekend, your tax dollars apprehended ani-
mal rights activists trying to stage a picnic at an Orange County, CA park for Liberation
Weekend. The picnic didn’t go down, but thanks to the counterterrorism efforts of the FBI
and Costa Mesa Police, several teenagers were busted for failure to wear their seatbelts.

by Brenda Shoss
Residents probably thought a homicidal
maniac lurked along tree-lined streets of
their neighborhood on May 26, 2004. As
they rose to eat harried breakfasts and
tackle the morning commute, U.S. Air
Marshals circled overhead in a noisy heli-
copter. At 6:00 a.m. 15 gun-toting FBI
agents and assorted Secret Service person-
nel raided the home of Kevin Kjonaas, 26,
Lauren Gazzola, 25, and Jacob Conroy, 28.

Their crime? Operating a website that
reports civil disobedience, laboratory animal
rescue, vandalism and similar tactics of
other animal rights activists. Kjonaas,
Gazzola, Conroy, Darius Fullmer, Andrew
Stepanian, and Joshua Harper — all linked 
with the nonprofit organization Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC-USA) — are not
accused of these crimes. They were arrested on “animal enterprise terrorism” charges
for ties to a website that “conspires” to close Huntingdon Life Sciences, an animal
testing laboratory cited for research fraud and hundreds of animal welfare violations.

“This case is about First Amendment practices in the 21st century [and] the free-
dom to use websites to speak for any cause,” attorney Andrew Erba told Star-
Ledger reporters. Kjonaas is a University of Minnesota graduate who started an
Amnesty International chapter and volunteered at nursing homes before becoming
a full-time advocate for animal. He and the others hardly typify the terrorist profile.

Conspiracy to terrorize Huntingdon, a London-based company with a lab in New
Jersey, carries a maximum three-year jail term and $250,000 fine. The activists
also face a five-year jail sentence and $250,000 fine, per count, for conspiracy to
engage in interstate stalking plus three more counts of interstate stalking.

That’s a lot of zeros for breaking a little known law enacted to shield animal-use corpo-

rations from protesters. The Animal
Enterprise Terrorism Act of 1992 authoriz-
es the Attorney General and Secretary of
Agriculture to conduct a tax-funded study
on domestic terrorism impacts “on enter-
prises using animals for food or fiber pro-
duction, agriculture, research, or testing.”

Ahhhh. That’s Osama’s sigh of relief as
America’s “War on Terrorism” turns from
bomb-wielding Islamic extremists to
grassroots eco-activists.

Even right-wing fanatics vie for the Justice
Department’s attention, Paul Krugman
asserts in a New York Times op-ed piece.
Attorney General John Ashcroft apparently
withheld details about a white supremacist
in Texas armed with 60 pipe bombs and a 
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