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ANIMAL CRUELTY

UFUR FARMS: Fur is the annual slaughter of some 40 million animals...chinchillas,
foxes, minks, sables, beavers, rabbits... Over 80% of foxes become decorative trim.

Fur farms are low-budget operations where animals live stacked in cages in open
sheds. Intensively confined their entire lives, they pace in feces, urine, rusty cans. Some
die from dehydration, starvation or self-mutilation. Photos from Matt Rossell, an under-
cover investigator who worked inside an lllinois fur farm for six months, show canni-
balized cagemates and a fox who'd chewed through his entangled leg to reach food.

Wild animals travel miles each day, raise their young, burrow, dig and express other
traits. On fur farms, they’re denied natural behaviors. Most display severe psycholog-
ical distress: Constant pacing, head bobbing, self-mutilation, infanticide, cannibalism.

Animals are inbred for specific colors, causing abnormalities such as deafness, crip-
pling, deformed sex organs, screw-necks, anemia, sterility, nervous system disorders.

18 foxes, 40 mink or 40 rabbits = The sum of dead animals to craft one full-length
fur coat. At least 60 chinchillas — timid, bright animals who can live 15 years in
the wild — are needed to construct a single coat.

USLAUGHTER METHODS: Fur bearing animals are not protected under the
U.S. Humane Slaughter Act. Processors are free harvest pelts cheaply and crudely.

o GENITAL ELECTROCUTION: To ensure undamaged pelts: An alligator clamp attaches
to an animal’s ear or a metal conductor is lodged in the throat. A second clamp grips
he animal’s labia or an electric prod is pushed inside the rectum. The killer delivers
a 240-volt blast of electricity through the alert animal’s body. The animal jerks, stiff-
ens. Teeth may fall out; he/she convulses, trembles, cries. The electrical current is a
paralyzing agent. The animal remains conscious for 2 or more minutes to during a
massive heart attack. "In an unsuccessful electrocution, they are left convulsing until
[Killer] can pick up the probe to shove it back inside this poor animal writhing in pain.
And then it has to be done again and again," says undercover investigator Matt
Rossell, whose “job” was to hold animals during electrocutions at a fur farm.

* NECK SNAPPING: Easy, cheap cervical dislocation is a preferred method for smaller
animals. The killer wraps one hand around an animal’s neck, grasps the lower body

with the other, and yanks the animal’s vertebra out of the socket. One worker at a
California chinchilla farm told PETA investigators

an animal typically spasms and kicks up to 5

minutes after the neck is broken. To preserve the
fur of rabbits (a smaller type rabbit than those bred
for meat) killers break necks and bludgeon skulls.
Rabbits are strung up by their legs and beheaded.

e GASSING: Some animals are gassed with carbon
monoxide derived from unfiltered engine exhaust.
Minks, agile swimmers able to hold their breath for
long periods, often awaken to be skinned alive.

I live in a small wire box. | have never run or burrowed in the
grass. | haven’t played under the sun or trees. No one has touched me, not
even my mother. | barely have room to turn around in a cage encrusted with
dirt, clumps of fur and feces. | am surrounded by the half-skinned corpses.

I know I will leave my cage one day, when the farmer decides it is
time to sell my fur to make coats, cuffs, collars and trim. | am afraid. Like
you, | have a central nervous system. | know pain and comfort. Like you, | cry
in the face of violence. Like you, | would do anything to live.

I will not die by lethal injection. Our farmer cannot afford the 30-cents-
per-animal barbiturate injection. My death will begin when human hands strap
a metal noose around my neck and wrench me from my cage. The hands will
shove an electric prod into my rectum. They will yank my mouth open to force
a metal conductor down my throat.

I'll panic just before they shoot the electricity through my body. My
eyes will close and my body will grow rigid. I'll emit a crackling sound as my
teeth fall out. The force of the shock will knock out the anal probe. I'll convulse
and cry out as they electrocute me over and over.

The pain will be unbearable. The electric current won’t stun my brain,
so I'll remain awake, maybe two or more minutes, during my heart attack.



