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ONE COUNTRY'S COMPANION

IS ANOTHER'S CUISINE

By Brenda Shoss

Red rivulets flow past a cage where he huddles in the air-
less heat. Hands abruptly tug him through metal slats.
They bash his head with a pipe and shove an electric prod
against him. He is a carcass, but awake, dunked in boiling
water and blowtorched. Finally, everything goes black.

Elsewhere, an animal stiffens under the stomp of
muddy boots. Hands drag him down a corridor and
flip him over a four-foot ledge. A chain is looped
around his neck and clipped to a forklift. Suddenly the
ground goes away. Up, up, up. His legs fumble for an
absent bottom. He panics beneath the rigid clamp at
his neck. After four, five or more minutes, he is dead.

Their fear and pain are equal. But the first is a dog, the sec-
ond a pig — and herein lies our cultural divide. Empathy
for the dog does not extend to empathy for the pig.

The dog’s death — in a meat market in China, Korea,
Philippines, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, or Thailand —
triggers rage. But the hanging of the pig, an arguably
cute, tame animal, doesn't elicit parallel fury.

Western societies sympathize with the “pets” they
see, cuddle, walk and ride. Conversely, “livestock” is
an abstract concept drawn from occasional petting
z00s, childhood films, or packaged body parts.

Pigs, like dogs, are outgoing individuals who form social
ties and navigate life through curious snouts. Each year
in the U.S., roughly 100 million pigs are denied space,
sunlight, straw bedding, mudbaths or any feature funda-
mental to pigs. At hog factories, 600-pound sows are
immobilized in 2-foot wide gestation crates and forcibly

impregnated. Farmed pigs are tail-docked, castrated
and teeth-clipped without anesthesia.

They travel to Midwest slaughterhouses “in windchills as
low as 70 degrees below zero. Many hogs become
frozen solid and have to be ripped with chains from truck
walls,” says Humane Farming Association, a national
organization that exposes factory-farming abuses.

On the kil floor, an “insufficiently stunned pig may be
alert during stages of dismemberment,” observes Temple
Grandin in Survey of Stunning and Handling in Federally
Inspected Beef, Veal, Pork, and Sheep Slaughter Plants.
Pigs kick and squeal as workers “stick” them with knives.

Cruelty doesn’t have one country. It is humans who
compartmentalize animals based upon their “function.”
Thus, one country’s companion is another’s cuisine.

DOGS FOR DINNER &
CATS IN MEDICINE CABINETS
Westerners find the consumption of humankind’s best

friend repugnant. Yet in South Korea some two million
dogs are annually killed for human meals. Humane
Society International estimates 500,000 dogs are
butchered in the Philippines each year.

In 2007, Koreans and Filipinos acknowledged global oppo-
sition to dog meat with rules to ban dog-eating. Well, sort
of. Revisions to the Korean Animal Protection Act of 1991
clarified animal cruelty and inflated penalties. But a lead-
ing anti-dog meat group, International Aid For Korean
Animals (IAKA), worries the amended law “fails to directly
address the chief source of cruelty: Dog meat markets.”

Korea’s Food Sanitation Law of 1984 dubs dog soups
(Boshintang) “disgusting foods.” Dog-meat eateries stay
licensed by simply renaming canine dishes. Under
Korea's Livestock Product Sanitation and Inspection Act,
dogs aren’t “livestock” and can’t be slain in accordance
with Agriculture Ministry policy. But Korea’s Food and
Drug Administration labels dog meat a “natural prod-
uct,” thereby legitimizing it for human ingestion.



