
of one million people. In late July 2006, Hesayne and three others from Beirut For
The Ethical Treatment Of Animals (BETA) navigate smoldering rubble in a small
convertible. Israeli soldiers eye their car full of dog and cat food.

Hesayne displays BETA’s accreditation papers. She has no fear, only stark resolve
to retrieve four cats and one puppy seen locked inside a pet shop. “These animals
are banging against the glass door, trying to get out. They are without food and
water. I don’t know how long,” Hesayne recounts.

The women persuade another store owner to unlock the pet shop for them. They are with-
out crates, so they ferry animals toward their car under a downpour of bombs. “The entire
time, this tiny puppy just licks our faces. It is the most amazing thing,” Hesayne says.

A BRUTAL LANDSCAPE
At the onset of conflict in Lebanon, citizens and foreigners fled. Canadian, British
and American evacuation protocols banned companion animals. In the chaos, evac-
uees released animals into the streets or confined them in buildings. BETA believes
thousands of companion animals were discarded.

It is a familiar scenario. War casts companion, wild, zoo and farm animals into the shadows,
terrified and hungry. Unlike people, animals do not intellectually grasp their circumstances.

The U.S. invasion of Iraq ravaged Baghdad’s zoo, killing all but 80 of 400 animals.
Bombings stranded survivors without food, water, or wound care until U.S. military
veterinarians interceded with mobile clinics. Some kind-hearted U.S. troops even
shared their ration packs with zoo animals, livestock, horses, donkeys, cats and dogs.

By the time BETA reached a zoo south of Beirut in Tyre, its emaciated animals could bare-
ly move. “People fleeing think of animals as possessions, like cars,” Hesayne observes.
“We leave the car. We leave the animals.” BETA confiscated several baboons, monkeys,
and one macaque from another municipal zoo and relocated them to a Wales sanctuary.

On July 18, 2006, two bombs swept over BETA’s former shelter at the border of the
Hezbollah camp and Green Line. Shrapnel lodged between bars inside one dog’s cage.
Though animals and people escaped injury, the dogs sustained psychological scars.

One friendly golden retriever “flipped out” after the explosions, Hesayne says. “The
next day, he bit my arm. Since the bombing he may randomly attack or bite.” BETA’s
other dogs panic each time a plane engine roars overhead.

A CULTURE OF CRUELTY
War plainly leaves innocents in the line of fire. It can also breed an impulsive culture
of cruelty. As infrastructure crumbles — with the paralysis of roads, bridges, ports,
communication, water and power sources — some aim their unrest at animals. In
2007, videos of U.S. soldiers engaged in animal abuse circulated the Internet.

1/4/07: Lt. Col. Neil Ahle (lt), Multinational Division-Baghdad veterinary
officer, gives a lamb wormer at a veterinary operation in Al-Taraq, Iraq.

4/25/03: Lion in Baghdad zoo,
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8/5/06: BETA rescues Louli 
in war zone. (Best Friends)

By Brenda Shoss, 6/24/07

War devastates. We grieve for soldiers
lost and the involuntary destruction of
civilian life. But headlines rarely publi-
cize war’s other collateral damage.
Animals, crimeless and naive, dodge
mortars and armored combat vehicles.
Their lives explode in a flurry of deser-
tion, starvation, injury and death.

Helena Hesayne, a Beirut born architect,
has little patience for the politics behind
battle. Her mission is clear: To rescue ani-
mals abandoned in Lebanon’s exodus of  

ANIMALS
Photo courtesy of BETA: Bullet,
white Shepherd shot through 
left eye in Beirut, survives.
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