
VIOLENCE RARELY OCCURS IN A VACUUM
Criminologists view the intensity of vicious behavior — regardless of the victim's iden-
tity — as a precursor to future violence. The FBI red flags animal abuse when profiling
homicidal suspects and  identifies it as a stage along the animal-to-human violence con-
tinuum. "People begin to fantasize about these violent actions... The next phase is usu-
ally acting out against animals," Alan Brantley of the FBI's Investigative Support Unit.

Violent criminals view their victims as objects. Severity and intimacy of injury inflict-
ed (e.g. stabbing, mutilating, strangling) are more significant than remote actions
such as shooting or poisoning, Randall Lockwood, Ph.D., regularly enlisted to aid cru-
elty investigators, law enforcers, court officials and mental health professionals.
Factors in the Assessment of Dangerousness in Perpetrators of Animal Cruelty.

h Men prosecuted for animal cruelty are 5 times as likely to be arrested for
other violent crimes. Extensive research by Frank Ascione, Utah State University
professor of family and human development.

h 70% of animal abusers amassed 1 or more unrelated crimes; nearly 40% com-
mitted brutal crimes against people. MSPCA & Northeastern University inquiry, 1997.

h “Animal cruelty...is not a harmless venting of emotion in a healthy individ-
ual; this is a warning sign. FBI Supervisory Special Agent Allen Brantley.

h Animal cruelty is a key trait in the profile for conduct disorders. American
Psychiatric Association. "Animal cruelty may be one of the first signals you're going to see
as a warning of future aggressive behavior and violence," psychologist Mary Lou Randour.

h “Extreme cruelty toward animals is a marker for potential violence toward
humans.” Psychologist Stephanie LaFarge, court-mandated animal abuse counseling.

h If a person behaves like this towards an animal, this is violent behavior and
in all likelihood, it is not confined to animals." Dr. Yvonne Neiman, psychologist.

h Repeat [animal abuse] occurrences within 24 hours depict predatory behav-
ior associated with premeditated violence. Animal cruelty used to intimidate or
bully a human indicates the offender sees living victims as objects and resorts to psy-
chological torment to exert control over others. Randall Lockwood, Ph.D., 2006.

h "Written or verbal threats are strongly indicative of potential for escalated vio-
lence. Displaying the animal’s body can [suggest] use of such violence to gain feelings
of power, control and domination — or to intimidate others." Randall Lockwood, Ph.D.

Studies of child and spousal battery show abusers commonly menace, torment or kill
family companion animals. Judges, prosecutors, police officers, social workers and cru-
elty investigators need to parley reports on animal abuse, domestic violence and other
possible crimes in order to appraise an offender’s overall threat to family and society.

Animal cruelty is an overt clue to a troubled family. A child may harm vulnerable
creatures to mimic an abusive family member. Or, struggling for control in a tur-
bulent household, he victimizes animals to vent his anger and anxiety.

h Children exposed to domestic violence are 3 times more likely to act out ani-
mal cruelty than children in nonviolent homes. Currie, C. L. (2006). Animal cruelty
by children exposed to domestic violence. Child Abuse & Neglect, 30(4), 425-435.

h 88% of New Jersey families with physical abuse in the household claimed ani-
mals were abused as well. Study of NJ families on state aid due to physical abuse.

h 40% of persons convicted of child abuse admitted they abused animals
and 30% of persons convicted of rape confessed to prior animal abuse.
Findings at 2006 Animal Law Enforcement Academy workshop in San Diego.

h 12 independent studies show 18% - 48% of battered women delay leaving
abusive situations out of fear for the safety of their animals. Ascione, 2007.

h Violence against small, helpless, or non-threatening creatures unlikely to
retaliate is a precursor to assaulting children, the elderly, disabled, or other
vulnerable victims. Randall Lockwood, Ph.D.

Adolescent pranks that victimize animals are a precursor to aggressive crimes.
Young males behind America’s rash of high-profile shootings tortured animals before
aiming at students, teachers or parents. Most had no prior offenses. In particular, young
males with a history of parental neglect or abuse may vent feelings of powerlessness
and rage upon animals. Luke Woodham, 16, mortally stabbed his mother and shot 9 stu-
dents. Earlier, he’d bludgeoned his dog Sparkle, flooded her throat with lighter fluid, and
set her neck on fire. Columbine shooter Eric Harris, 18, smashed mice with a crowbar
and set them on fire. Washington D.C. serial killer Lee Boyd Malvo killed stray cats with
a slingshot. Kip Kinkle, 17, bombed squirrels and burned a live cat before he shot 25
classmates and murdered his parents in Oregon. Andrew Golden and Mitchell Johnson,
both 13, brutalized dogs before killing 5 people in an Arkansas school rampage.

h Parents and educators should view animal abuse as a key indicator of a seri-
ously troubled youth. Top signs of a disturbed child: ABUSE OF ANIMALS, suicide
threats/attempts, self-mutilation... Ken Trump, Nat’l School Safety & Security Service.
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