
A Hunter’s Story
He remembers the day he laid down his gun. After 38 years, he
decided to call it quits. It wasn’t a big moment, because he was-
n’t a particularly big-moment guy. But he’d hunted since age 7. 

He fondly recalls early morning treks into the woods. A wee-sized
imitation of Dad, he wore rugged boots, a flannel shirt and cap.
They hiked under graceful trees in search of squirrels, rabbits or
nesting ducks. His beloved beagles joined them for the hunt.

He cherished their quiet camaraderie — the silence interrupted by
occasional blasts and rustling leaves. It’s not that he lacked empathy
for the animals he hunted. He really never thought about them at all.

But one day something changed. He shot a flying duck who
screeched and fell to the ground. At that moment, the hunter
heard leaves crackling and another duck’s frantic quacking. 

He encountered an odd scene: An apparently grief-stricken male
duck stood vigil over the wounded female. Ducks mate for life.
This one must be the dying duck’s partner. 

He wasn’t sure what to do. He considered shooting the second
duck or spooking him, so he could claim his prey. Instead, his
fingers froze around his gun. He watched the duck’s anguish. 

One bleeding duck’s life DID matter to someone — to the other duck.

So, although he knew his buddies would chide him for walking away,
he simply left. They’d say he’d gone soft, had turned into “a woman.”

But he knew better. Stealing the life of an animal is probably a pret-
ty lame excuse for a sport. Maybe a “real man” sees the pain in a
dying animal, along with the grief of another animal who cares for
her... He decided to hone his golf game and play more softball with
his kids. Those are real sports. He’d leave hunting to the losers. 

Manipulating Nature
uTHE MONEY GAME: In the U.S., wildlife is con-
trolled to artificially inflate animal populations for
hunters to kill: “Habitat is managed for maximum
deer numbers; wildlife is trapped and transplanted to
hunting areas; fires are set; trees are planted; trees
are mown down; fields are flooded; fields are drained;
tests are conducted to determine if dietary supple-
ments will produce larger antlers; research projects try
to identify the hardiest non-native pheasant species to
release; predators of game animals are destroyed so
that hunters can kill them instead.” State Wildlife
Management: The Pervasive Influence of Hunters,
Hunting, Culture, and Money • Humane Society of the
U.S. [HSUS], www.hsus.org/wildlife/hunting

Hunting and fishing licenses comprise an average
42.9% of state wildlife funding. Sportsmen’s Alliance

Legal hunting/killing requires: Purchase of license,
guns, ammo, bows, arrows, gear, apparel — costs
amplified by manufacturers’ excise tax.

Hunters' dollars bankroll a system designed to per-
petuate itself. “The more licenses hunters buy, the
more influence they have over wildlife agencies and
management. The more states focus on producing
animals that hunters want to kill, the more they can
sustain hunter interest and keep them buying licens-
es, so that hunters can kill more wildlife.” [HSUS]

Governors appoint state wildlife commissions,
whose members typically represent dogged sup-
port for hunting, trapping, and other consump-
tive/recreational uses of wildlife — despite major-
ity opposition to recreational killing in the U.S.

When HSUS surveyed commissions to ascertain
backgrounds and biases of members... their study
found 73% of commissions are dominated by
hunting supporters. No state indicated its commis-
sion contains non-hunting members; anti-hunters
are unheard of. www.hsus.org/wildlife/hunting
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Story above is a composite, from 
reflections of former hunters.


