

Dear Sir/Madam,

I write as a consumer concerned about AstraZeneca’s use of a controversial research lab headquartered in the UK, as well as the fate of hundreds of beagles once housed in the company’s (now closed) breeding compound in Sweden. My comments are sent in hope that individuals within AstraZeneca can raise awareness of these issues and seek ethical resolution. 

I am disappointed that AZ initiated shipment of more than 300 beagles to experimentation labs, despite global outcry for several months. Various reports indicate AstraZeneca’s involvement in the air cargo transfer of these dogs to the lab at Astra AB. Though AZ let staff rehome some beagles, most are likely destined for AZ’s contracted toxicology lab, Huntingdon_Life_Sciences (H.L.S.).

“Bred for research” is a misnomer. The main difference between lab beagles and family dogs is luck. No companion animal is bred to endure a tube forced down the throat for nasal-gastric dosing. Toxins quickly overcome small animals. As seen in footage from seven H.L.S. investigations that span more than a decade <http://www.shac.net/HLS/exposed.html>, dogs vomit, hyper-salivate, stagger, seize and collapse. They gag in experimental surgery and cry from the pain of carelessly jabbed needles.

I respectfully ask you to advocate for the release of these beagles. If you are an AZ policymaker, I urge you to ensure transfer of the beagles to credible rescue groups. Some groups specialize in care/adoption for lab-released animals. There is no viable reason to label the beagles unadoptable.  


These dogs spotlight a long-standing concern about AstraZeneca’s ties to Huntingdon_Life_Sciences, a contract research lab exposed for extraordinary animal abuse. A report published in 2009 disclosed images of wild-caught monkeys squashed in cages for 30-hour transport to H.L.S. in Cambridgeshire. Inside the primate toxicology unit, an observer saw monkeys strapped to restraint chairs while dosed via tube or inhalation. Animals suffered rectal prolapse, a recognized stress gauge in primates. One monkey gnawed off an entire finger. They vomited and salivated throughout tests. During an inhalation study, three moneys died in agony from collapsed or obstructed lungs.

The investigator recorded filthy cages and animals who self-mutilated to cope with stress. A monkey shredded her face and had to eat with a feeding tube. Nearly 217 monkeys died for just five studies. These conditions define “normal” at H.L.S., a lab with U.S. Animal Welfare Act violations, the arrest of personnel on cruelty charges, more than 520 infringements of Good Laboratory Practice in England, and payoffs to the U.S. Agriculture Dept. for fraudulent records and animal welfare citations.


In an earlier investigation, two past H.L.S techs testified that animals were insufficiently anesthetized before painful procedures, such as extraction of bone marrow. Workers routinely mistreated dogs. For blood draws, they’d go "in and out about five times with the same needle, not hitting the vein. I saw coworkers grab dogs by the scruff, shout and swear, swing them by the scruff and slap them." 

Biotechnology has undergone rapid expansion in recent years, with more human-based methods relevant to our health and safety. Conversely, animal experiments continue to mislead. One 2012 study found 47 of 53 “landmark” findings could not even be reproduced. “Too many ‘discoveries’...done in animals are wrong,” the report noted (C. Glenn Begley, former head of global cancer research at Amgen. Journal: Nature, Mar 2012). I urge AstraZeneca to lead advances in animal-free research and welcome your feedback on efforts to support its funding and development. 


Please do the right thing: Release the Astra beagles for adoption and terminate business with Huntingdon_Life_Sciences.

Thank you for your valuable time and consideration,
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